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BOOK REVIEWS
Examination of Titles. By George W. Thompson, X, 340 pp.
including index and table of contents: Bobbs-Merrill. Company,
Indianapolis, 1929.
To the average student and to a great many who are practicing before the
bar today the question of titles and abstracts is an uncharted sea and the
problems which they present are shunned until brought to their attention by an
anxious client. Thus the author had in mind the difficulties which the average
lawyer would encounter in the preparation of an opinion based upon an ab-
stract and to assist the average lawyer the writer prepared this handbook.
The author has followed the classic admonition of Cicero, that all logical
discussions should start from a definition, to its ultimate conclusion. He has
devoted almost three-fourths of his book to legal definitions of the various
terms which comprise that technical and difficult subject known as real property,
particular stress being laid upon the phases of real property which deal with
titles. Lest one be misled by one of the foregoing assertions it might well
be set forth here that the numerous definitions referred to are grouped in an
intelligent and logical manner so as to be understood by even the layman.
"A practical manual on the examination of abstracts to real property," which
is the subtitle which the author, himself, has given to the book is perhaps the
best expression possible to fully convey in a few words, to one who has not
had an opportunity to read the book, just what it might contain.
After defining the various terms and instruments which will be referred to
in an abstract the writer delves into his experiences and gives many practical
suggestions as to how-the beginner should prepare himself for the reading of
an abstract and the writing of the opinion later. If his warnings are heeded
the inexperienced attorney will be saved from not only the so-called embarrassing
moments, but also from actual financial loss.
The real key to the treasure of knowledge contained in this small volume
is the sixty page index which appears at the end of the substantive matter.
Throughout the book the author supports his contentions by citations to the
leading cases on each point.
JoHN A. KLUwIN
International Law as a Substitute for Diplomacy. By Marcellus
Donald Redlich, D.C.L., Ph.D. pp. 203. Independent Publishing Co.
Chicago.
International law is a most interesting and much discussed topic during this
present era that is greatly interested in the outlawry of war. In this short book
of Dr. Redlich's, we have the opportunity to take a glance into history
and see the forces at work which will eventually do away with the system of
diplomacy as a hope for abolishing war and which will substitute in its place
a system of international law. 'Tis a beautiful thought to picture a world in
which war is nothing but a memory in the minds of men. Will such be the
case when this system of international law becomes fully established.
There is a sort of glitteeof romance that attracts one to the maneuvers of
the diplomats of old. It is with a feeling of deep regret that the writer
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must report that the old school of diplomats are going out and diplomats
in the future will function mainly as tea hounds and Beau Brummels. Inter-
nationalists hope to build up a powerful system of international law. In this
new arrangement the crafty international lawyer will be substituted in place
of the wily diplomat. One wonders if this new system will create a peaceful
world but again one wonders if it is within the power of man to make such a
world a reality. To say the least we are moving forward and the building
up of a system of international law means progress.
International development should be of paramount interest to the world as
a whole and more especially to the future lawyer who is so evidently designed
to play a large part in the regulation of relations between nations. The book
in hand is a comprehensive review of what has gone before and should be read
by every law student as a matter of general information. It is interestingly
written, is in large print and may easily be read in a few hours time. Allow
yourself to accompany the author through the halls of fame in which are the
diplomats of old; sit in on a session of The Hague Tribunal, of the League
of Nations, and of the present World Court. Picture to yourself the place
you may occupy in this age of internationalism and when you awaken from
your "deep dream of peace" you will realize how greatly you have been en-
riched for having had the opportunity to read this delightful work.
JOHN J. McRAE
